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What are options?
Year 9 options are the decisions you make as to which 
subjects you wish to continue studying into KS4.

It is VITAL that you think carefully about the choices you 
make and the subjects you chose.

The decisions you make can impact on your future 
choices.

A
m

bi
tio

us
 - 

K
in

d 
- A

ct
iv

e
A

m
bi

tio
us

 - 
K

in
d 

- A
ct

iv
e



GRAMMAR
 

A pathway recommended for 
high attaining students with a 

particular interest and ability in 
Science. They will study Triple 

Science and follow the full 
EBACC route.

 

 
 
 

AMBITION
 

A pathway recommended for 
most students; providing a 
balanced curriculum, which 
will leave options open for A 
levels, university and careers.

These students will study 
Geography and/or History. 

 

ASPIRE
 

A pathway recommended for 
students who are interested in 

more practical and 
occupational pathways.  These 
students will study a range of 

Level 2 qualifications. 
 

KS4 Pathways
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Core Subjects
All students will study:

- Maths
- English Language and Literature
- Science (Combined or Triple)

- PE 
- PSCHEA
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Grammar pathway options
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& Triple Science
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Option 1 
History or Geography

Option 2 
Spanish/French 

Open choice
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Ambition pathway options
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Option 1 must be 
History or Geography
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Open choice Open choice
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Aspire pathway options

1

32

A
m

bi
tio

us
 - 

K
in

d 
- A

ct
iv

e
A

m
bi

tio
us

 - 
K

in
d 

- A
ct

iv
e

Open choice Open choice

Option 1 
Aspire English



Option Subjects

Business Studies
Child Development 
Computer Science 
Drama
Engineering Design 
Fine Art 
Food Preparation and 
Nutrition
French 
Geography 
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Health and Social Care 
History 
ICT (Creative iMedia) 
Media Studies 
Music Performance/Music 
Technology 
PE (GCSE) 
Photography 
Sociology 
Spanish 



Timeline
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29th 
and 31st 
January

Extended Options 
Assembly for new 

subjects
2:20pm to 3:00pm

Week 
beginning 

29th 
January

GCSE Taster 
lessons for 

subjects studied 
at KS3 

Week 
beginning 

5th 
February

Options dry run 
and selection of 

Taster lessons for 
new subjects

P6 

Week 
beginning 

19th 
February

Unifrog sessions
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Thursday, 
7th March

Year 9 Parents 
Evening

Options form 
distributed

Friday, 
15th March

Deadline for 
submission of 

Options 

May

Options 
confirmed with 

students

Week 
beginning 

26th 
February

GCSE Taster 
lessons for new 

subjects (2 
session)

Child Care
Health and Social Care
Media Studies
Business Studies
Engineering
Sociology
PE 



Choose a subject because…
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It suits your 
skills and 
abilities

It goes well 
with your 

other choices

It suits your 
interests

It links to a 
future 

career idea

You think you 
might want to 

continue 
studying it 

post 16 It will help to 
give you 
plenty of 

choice post 16

You are good at it 
and/or think you 

will enjoy it



Do not choose a subject because…
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Your friends 
have chosen it You think it 

will be easy

You like the 
teacher you 
have now

Someone else 
thinks that it is a 
good idea for you 

to do it



Things to consider…
- Most A Level and Post 16 courses require at least 5 

good GCSE passes (Grade 5 and above)

- Some A Level subjects require you to have studied 
GCSE first e.g. History, Geography, Languages

- You will be asked to make reserve choices - class 
sizes
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