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Introduction 

This booklet is for all our students in Year 11 and their parent/carers.  It is designed to guide 

you through the first week of the upcoming January Pre-Public Exams (PPEs).   
 

 English Language and Literature exams,  

 Non-calculator and calculator maths exams, 

 Biology, chemistry and physics papers 

 Both history and geography paper 1 
 

For each exam in all the subjects you will find crucial information about: 
 

1. The structure of the exam - date, start time, duration, sections etc… 

2. Helpful information about the content of the exams 
 

Some advice for parents: 
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Mathematics 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Paper 1: Friday 14th January   

Start Time: 9am  
 

Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Marks Available: 80 

Non-Calculator Exam 

 

Content:  

Number (about 25% of the total marks available) 

Algebra (20%) 

Ratio, proportion and rates of change (25%) 

Geometry and measures (15%) 

Statistics & Probability (15%) 

 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 

 

An ability in all three assessment areas of mathematics: 

 

1. Use and apply standard techniques. Recall facts, use notation and carry out routine 

procedures 

2. Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically.  Make deductions, interpret and 

communicate information, present arguments 

3. Problem solving within mathematical and general contexts.  Translate problems into a 

mathematical process, make connection between different parts of maths, and evaluate 

methods and solutions used. 
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In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 

 

1. Confidently and accurately add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers, fractions and 

decimals.  Convert fractions, decimals and percentages 

2. Do algebra basics accurately: expanding, factorising, forming and solving equations 

3. Use maths skills such as HCF and LCM,  BIDMAS, transformations, angles in parallel lines, 

quadratic graphs, solve equations and use relative frequency 

4. Apply standard techniques from everyday situations such as making time calculations, 

reading charts, solving problems involving cost/money, convert metric units such as mm-cm-m. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 

 

 Black pen 

 Pencil 

 Ruler 

 Highlighter 
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Biology 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 1: Monday 17th January   

Start Time: 11:30am  
 

Combined Science (sets 2-5): 1 hour 15 minutes. Marks Available: 70 
 

Triple Science (sets 1): 1 hour 45 minutes. Marks Available: 100 
 

A scientific calculator is required.  
 

What's assessed? 

Biology topics 1–4:  

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics. 

 

Question Types 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, open response. 

 

Useful Links 
 

Combined Science 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-

resources   
 

Triple Science 

Biology 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources 

Also:- 

Physics 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources 

Chemistry 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources  

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
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In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show is: 
 

1. An understanding of the structure of the cells of animals and plants 

2. The structure of the lungs, the heart and how gas exchange takes place 

3. The basics of health and disease (the human and financial costs of disease, e.g. Covid-19. 
 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Describe photosynthesis, respiration, metabolism and the effect of exercise on the body 

2. Show understanding of mitosis, cell specialisation and stem cells 

3. Discuss ‘Organisation’ for humans and plants. Such as risk factors for diseases and cancer; 

as well as plant cell organisation and transpiration. 

 

*** *** *** 

In all Science exams, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 
 

1. To use key words to show an ‘application of knowledge’. 

2. Attempt all 1 word and multiple choice questions with effort and care. 

3. Respond to short questions applying priory knowledge and logic wherever possible. 

 

In all Science exams our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Use detailed information to respond to longer responses: 4-6 mark questions. 

2. Demonstrate understanding of required practical questions and the experimental process 

for working scientifically.  

3. For example - to suggest a hypothesis to explain given observations of data or describe a 

practical procedure. 

4. Use data to present information, make predictions and draw conclusions. 
 

Ensure you turn up for all Science exams with: 
 

 Black pen 

 Pencil 

 Ruler 

 Scientific calculator 
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English Language 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 1: Tuesday 18th January    

Start Time: 9am  
 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Marks available: 80 

Section A = Reading: 40 marks 

Section B = writing: 40 marks 
 

Section A assesses the quality of the students reading. 

Students will have an answer booklet AND a booklet of source material that they are 

required to read for answering questions in section A. There are 3 questions that total 20 

marks and a longer question 4 that also totals 20 marks. 
 

Section B assesses the quality of the students writing. 

Students have a choice of two extended creative pieces of writing.  One usually a detailed 

description, for example of an image.  The other option is to write a short story. There are 

24 marks available for content and organisation; with a further 16 marks available for 

technical accuracy 
 

Advice 

1. Students are advised to spend about 15 minutes reading through the source and then 

reading all five questions they have to answer 

2. Students are advised to plan their answer to Question 5 before starting to write 

3. Students should leave sufficient time to read through and check their answers 

4. Students are reminded of the need for good English and clear presentation in your 

answers.  

 

Useful links:  

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language8700/assessment-resources  

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language8700/assessment-resources
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In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show is your: 

 

1. Ability to select relevant information and rich quotations to explore 

2. Clear explanations of how language works to impact a reader 

3. Skill and crafting of your own fictional piece of writing; paying attention to the accuracy 

of your writing. 

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 

 

1. Select rich quotations to write about.  Choose ones where there is a lot to say about 

them and/or can be explored in more than one way 

2. Engage with the extract of the exam. This is seen when students can be specific about 

when focus, atmosphere and/or characters and settings change (Q3) or when a reader's 

thoughts and feelings alter (Q4) 

3. Plan for the writing section so from the beginning of writing, students are aware of how 

the story will end and exactly what the journey is to take readers there. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 

 

• pen 

• highlighter 

• watch 
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History 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Paper 1: Tuesday 18th January    

Start Time: 11:30am  
** 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 

 

Option 11: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the 

Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches. 

 

Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Total marks available: 52 

 

There are two sections in the question paper.  

Students must answer  

 

Section A 

Question 1 (4 marks) 

Question 2   (Two parts: 8 marks and 4 marks)  

 

Section B 

Question 3 (4 marks) 

Question 4 (a long answer response/explanation question worth 12 marks)  

 

and then EITHER  

 

Question 5 OR Question 6. 

 

Total for question 5/6: 20 marks 

Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be assessed.   

This totals 4 marks. 

Students will receive a maximum of 16 marks for the content of their answer. 
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In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 
 

1. An attempt at every question 

2. Application of exam technique to every question (e.g. having read the question) 

3. Evidence of revision. 
 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. Evaluation and judgments 

2. Precise evidence in support of assertions 

3. Excellent source skills. 
 

Revision advice for history 
 

1. Do Not Forget About Past Papers 

2. Attempt Quick Retention Exercises, such as “Key History Dates” Flashcards 

3. Visualise Your Notes, by Making Use of Mind Maps. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 
 

• A positive attitude 

• a black pen 
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Mathematics 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Paper 2: Wednesday 19th January  

Start Time: 9am  
 

Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes. Marks Available: 80. Calculator Exam 

 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 

 

1. To use the calculator to work out calculations (this might seem obvious, but students 

very often spend time and effort doing long calculations - THESE ARE NOT NEEDED to GET 

MARKS 

2. What is needed is to write down the calculation that you type into the calculator! 

For example, if you have to work out 27% of £375.  You should type into the calculator 0.27 

x 375 and also write this clearly in your answer booklet.   You will also then write the answer, but 

not by itself. 

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 

 

1. Guide the person marking the paper through their approach and solution to longer 

problem solving questions from start to finish 

2. Accurately complete typical ‘calculator’ skill questions such as standard form, rounding to 

significant figures, trigonometry, Pythagoras’ theorem, currency conversions, compound 

interest, reverse percentages, area problems involving cost, frequency tables, cumulative 

frequency, probability 

3. Higher Tier: Bound calculations, histograms, circle theorems, 3d shape volume and 

surface areas 

4. Solid algebra skills throughout both papers. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 

• CALCULATOR - a Scientific one (Casio fx-83gtx) 
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Chemistry 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 1: Wednesday 19th January   

Start Time: 11:30am  
 

Combined Science (sets 2-5): 1 hour 15 minutes. Marks Available: 70 

Triple Science (sets 1): 1 hour 45 minutes. Marks Available: 100 

 

What's assessed? 

Chemistry topics 1-5: Atomic structure & the periodic table; Bonding, structure & the 

properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes. 

 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 
 

1. An understanding of the patterns of the periodic table: metals and non-metals, group 1, 

group 0 and group 7 elements 

2. Understanding of ionic, covalent and metallic bonding 

3. Acids: strong and weak, their bases and reactions. 

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of equations, mixtures, chromatography and separation 

techniques such as distillation 

2. Show an understanding of changes of state 

3. Understand masses and moles, electrolysis and exothermic and endothermic reactions. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 
 

• Full equipment, including a scientific calculator 

• A copy of the periodic table will be provided. 
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English Language 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 2: Thursday 20th January  

Start Time: 9am  
Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints & Perspectives 

Materials: two sources (A & B) are provided for students to read 

Marks available: 80 (40 marks each for both Section A: Reading and Section B: 

writing) 
 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is your: 
 

1. Ability to select relevant information and rich quotations to explore. 

2. Clear explanations of how writers use language to express a viewpoint about a topic and 

identify the methods they use to do this 

3. Skill and crafting of your own viewpoint on a given subject; taking into account the 

accuracy of your writing. 

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Compare what two texts explicitly say about a topic as well as making an inference 

(concluding a different idea based on the information given) from this information 

2. Engage with the extracts and identify specific language choices made by the writers that 

express a clear viewpoint (stating what that viewpoint is) and how the language works to 

support this viewpoint as well as the impact the language has on the reader 

3. Plan for writing a non-fiction text that expresses a sustained viewpoint; which uses a 

range of seamless writing methods and is accurately written. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 

 

• Pens and highlighters 
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Physics 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 1: Thursday 20th January   

Start Time: 11:30am  
 

Combined Science (sets 2-5): 1 hour 15 minutes. Marks Available: 70 

Triple Science (sets 1): 1 hour 45 minutes. Marks Available: 100 

 

What's assessed? 

Physics topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure. 

 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 
 

1. The different types of energy stores (8 of them, e.g. nuclear) and energy transfers (4 of 

them, e.g. heating) 

2. How to use the energy equations for kinetic and gravitational potential 

3. Non-renewable and renewable energies and fossil fuels 

4. The structure of the atom - different models and how they have changed over time.  

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Use the idea of radioactivity being both useful (e.g. a smoke detector for alpha radiation) 

and dangerous (exposure can damage cells) 

2. Show an understanding of electricity - the national grid, in the home, different symbols in 

circuits (such as a cell, voltmeter, resistor) 

3. The different structures of solids, liquids and gases linking this to density and changes of 

state (e.g. evaporation or condensation). 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 
 

• Full equipment, including a scientific calculator 
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English Literature 

Exam board: AQA 

Paper 1: Friday 21st January  

Start Time: 9am  
 

Paper 1M: Modern Prose or Drama - 

An Inspector Calls (30 marks, 50 minutes)  

(note – you will have no insert/booklet for An Inspector Calls) 

+ 

Paper 1N: 19th Century Novel -  

A Christmas Carol (30 marks, 50 minutes)  

 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/assessment-resources  
 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is your: 
 

1. Your understanding of what happens in the texts and how the characters are designed to 

teach a reader something 

2. How the writers use language to help the reader/audience understand an idea, learn a 

lesson or create an emotion for them 

3. Suggest ideas relating to why writers created these texts - what were they aiming to raise 

awareness of, or what were they trying to criticise. This would be related to social responsibility 

and everyone working towards a more equal society. 

 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Write a thesis statement expressing their thinking about the focus of the question 

2. Support this statement with relevant and clear references and explanations about how 

the writer presents the specific theme or character in the question  

3. Explore possible reasons why the writer used particular writing methods to present these 

ideas, themes and characters. Alongside this, explore why the writer created that text, 

character and included that theme.  
 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 

• Pens and highlighters  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/assessment-resources
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Geography 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Paper 1: Friday 21st January   

Start Time: 11:30am  
 

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues 

Marks Available: 94 marks 

Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

Section A: Hazardous Earth - 30 marks;  
 

Section B: Development Dynamics - 34 marks; 

(the final question in section B also assesses students’ spelling, punctuation and 

grammar and use of specialist terminology) 
 

Section C: Challenges of an urbanising world - 30 marks 

 

In this exam, the minimum we expect you to show us is: 
 

1. An attempt at answering all the question and that you have read the question 

2. An understanding of key geographical terms and key words for PHYSICAL geography, e.g. 
tropical cyclone, hurricane, volcanoes, tectonic hazards  

3. An understanding of key geographical terms for HUMAN geography, e.g. fertility rate, 
infant mortality, population growth and density  

4. Apply mathematical skills such as comparing graphs, finding trends, calculating mean. 
 

In this exam our most successful students will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. Knowledge of known case studies of mega-cities in both developing and emerging 
countries 

2. Be able to discuss matters such as the effect of rapid population growth on sustainability 

3. Assess the causes of climate change and global warming. 

 

Ensure you turn up for this exam with: 
 

• A positive attitude  

• A ruler, pencil, pen and calculator 


