


Year Autumn Term 1a Autumn Term 1b Spring Term  2a Spring Term 2b Summer Term 3a Summer Term 3b

7 A World to Investigate

• Students are introduced to the 3 categories of geography; 

Physical,  Human and Environmental with examples of 

what geographers study in each and why.

• In this unit, students will learn their place in the world, 

starting on a global scale learning about mapping 

continents and oceans to Europe, the UK, London and their 

local area.  As they work through the different scales, they 

will practise various geographical skills like locating 

labelling and being able to use longitude and latitude to 

identify key countries that they will study across their 

three-year course. Students will then look at the continent 

of Europe and the UK's place with it and the EU. It the 

difference between human and physical geography which 

will be learnt about when studying the UK, identifying  the 

physical features of the UK as well as the human, being 

about the identify cities and regions.  It will then focus on 

London our capital city and they go into look at their local 

area.  This will enable them to see that there are 

differences between regions of the UK and that geography 

is about looking for differences but also the similarities

Geographical Skills 

• Students demonstrate and utilise basic map skills 

including Map symbols, Compass Direction, 

Relief, 4 and 6 figure grid references, Scale. 

• Students progress to studying basic OS maps and 

start to apply these skills to satellite images and 

aerial photographs to draw sketch maps. 

Students start to develop  fieldwork skills such as 

simple questionnaires drawing field sketches 

from photographs.

• Introduce them to the key concepts that they 

will come across throughout their Geography 

course. Introduce them to the idea of fieldwork 

and conduct a mini investigation with the school 

grounds.

. Weather and Climate Change  

• Students are reintroduce to key concepts  of 

meteorology revisiting the hydrological cycle.

• Students explore the concepts of factors affecting 

climate (relief, distance from the, latitude, prevailing 

winds); air masses (continental and maritime) and 

rainfall types (orographic, convectional, frontal).

• Students develop observation skills as well as 

describing and explaining different weather systems 

and how different aspects of weather are measured.

• Students will look at the differences of 

depressions(low) and anticyclones (high)

• Students assess the  impacts of  weather on humans 

from clothing,  agriculture, economy of a country,  

flooding and weather management.

• Student develop their skills through starting to develop 

hypotheses as well as using application skills using 

photographs. analysing data from  climate graphs 

(completing. describing,  explaining, interpretation).

• Students design their own range of clothing for all 

weathers.

Ecosystems

• Students are introduced to the concepts of biomes 

and ecosystems focusing on the core biomes 

including Coniferous, Taiga, Deciduous, Equatorial 

(tropical rainforest), 

• Students start to solve the links between ecology 

and  climate & meteorology by starting to 

describe and explain the location of different 

biomes using longitude and latitude,  the 

Milankovitch cycles, solar variation and volcanism.

• Students will also look at food chains 

• Students will start to report on the impacts of 

humans on biomes including deforestation, 

shifting cultivation,  desertification, HEP, 

agriculture, cattle grazing, mining, air pollution, 

extinction of plants and animals.

• Student continue to develop their skills including 

atlas skills, climate graphs, developing these skills 

with description and explanation, linking to the 

biome location on earth. 

Africa –A Continent

• Students will revisit the concepts of globalisation and 

development through different cases studies of African 

countries.

• Students will identify the key physical and  human  

features of  Africa including  Egypt (the Nile), DR of 

Congo (Coltan  mining), Tunisia (tourism) and how 

these features are link to  Africa’s economic 

development as an emerging economy.

• Students will start to look  at  the reasons for migration 

from Africa. 

• Student will explain what is meant by development and 

globalisation by examining Africa’s role in the wider 

world  and relationships with countries like the UK & 

China.

• Students continue to develop their skills of atlas skills 

as well as using data and plotting it on graphs including 

longitude, latitude and climate (annotation, graphing, 

interpretation, explaining) and population pyramids.

Africa  Horn of Africa

• Students should be taught to understand geographical 

similarities, differences and links between places 

through the study of the human and physical 

geography of a region in Africa.

• Locate the region on a map, and label bordering 

countries. Identify their key physical features and if 

Kenya explain how the Great Rift Valley formed. 

• Describe its climate.  Explain the link between Britain 

and the UK and how has that shaped the country 

today. 

• Compare patterns of rainfall and population density in 

Kenya; describe the growth in Kenya’s population; 

explain why the population is growing rapidly and 

suggest problems that Kenya’s young population 

might cause. 

• Describe the benefits of flower farming to Kenya and 

suggest how the negative impacts could be improved; 

describe the positive and negative aspects of tourism 

in Kenya, and outline how tourism could be made 

more sustainable

8 Rivers and Floods

• Students are introduced to key elements of the 

hydrological cycle and rivers. They will describe and 

explain key features the hydrological cycle, long 

profiles, upper, middle,  lower  river course, meanders, 

waterfalls, floodplains, estuaries, deltas.

• Students will construct cartoons to describe different 

aspects of erosion (abrasion, attrition,   corrosion, 

hydraulic action) transportation (solution, traction, 

saltation, suspension) and deposition.

• Students will investigate the impact of humans on  the 

hydrological cycle and river courses including building 

of settlements, agriculture,   flooding, deforestation.

• Student start to investigate the impacts and 

effectiveness of different  flood management schemes 

through the use of case studies eg: Thames, Nile.

• Students continue to analytical skills by investigating 

models such as the Bradshaw  model.

• Constructing cross sections using  contours (Relief), OS 

maps, flood hydrographs, meander cross sections using 

fieldwork data.

Settlement

• Students will be introduced in to the concepts of 

settlements and how they grow  by investigating 

the different factors including relief, crossing 

points, rivers, water supply, forests, clay, defence, 

agriculture, hierarchy, site,  situation,  function.

• Students will build on their historical knowledge of 

settlements  &  castles of settlements grew,

• Students will explore the function of settlements 

and  how settlements can have multiple functions

• Students will examine and assess the impacts of 

settlements on natural  environment including 

Green Belt and Brownfield sites.  

• Students will build on their skills  by assessing the 

different land use models  including Burgess,  

Ullmann and Harris and Hoyt. Identifying patterns 

of settlements including linear, dispersed and 

nucleated.

• Use of  photographs including aerial and  satellite 

images, OS maps, choropleth mapping. 

Africa

• Students will revisit the concepts of globalisation and 

development through different cases studies of 

African countries.

• Students will identify the key physical and  human  

features of  Africa including  Egypt (the Nile), DR of 

Congo (Coltan  mining), Tunisia (tourism) and how 

these features are link to  Africa’s economic 

development as an emerging economy.

• Students will start to look  at  the reasons for 

migration from Africa. 

• Student will explain what is meant by development 

and globalisation by examining Africa’s role in the 

wider world  and relationships with countries like the 

UK & China.

• Students continue to develop their skills of atlas skills 

as well as using data and plotting it on graphs including 

longitude, latitude and climate (annotation, graphing, 

interpretation, explaining) and population pyramids.

Energy  

• Students will be introduced to the formation  and 

use of non-renewable and renewable  energy 

sources  including the formation of  Fossil Fuels, 

Solar, Geothermal, Water, Nuclear, Fracking, Tidal, 

Wave, Wind and HEP. 

• Students will be able to explain the production 

and consumption of non-renewable sources.

• Students will be able to assess the advantages and 

disadvantages of different energy sources 

including the environmental impacts of using 

different sources of energy both renewable and 

non-renewable.

• Student will develop their skills including 

investigational skills by asking how people use 

energy in the home and how they can cut down 

their energy use.

Weather and Climate Change  

• Students are reintroduce to key concepts  of 

meteorology revisiting the hydrological cycle.

• Students explore the concepts of factors affecting 

climate (relief, distance from the, latitude, prevailing 

winds); air masses (continental and maritime) and 

rainfall types (orographic, convectional, frontal).

• Students develop observation skills as well as 

describing and explaining different weather systems 

and how different aspects of weather are measured.

• Students assess the  impacts of  weather on humans 

from clothing,  agriculture, economy of a country,  

flooding and weather management.

• Student develop their skills through starting to develop 

hypotheses as well as using application skills using 

photographs. analysing data from  climate graphs 

(completing. describing,  explaining, interpretation).

• Students design their own range of clothing for all 

weathers.

Population and Migration  

• Students will develop the concepts of why people 

migrate and how populations of different countries 

vary.

• Students will begin the to explain the multiple 

concepts behind push and pull factors.

• Students will start to make judgements about the 

economic, social and environmental reasons why 

people  migrate. 

• Student will start to use empathy to report on why 

people  migrate. 

• Students will develop hypotheses for raising the 

retirement ages in some countries and analysing 

population pyramids and justifying why population 

policies need to be developed in different countries 

including developed, developing and emerging.

• Students will start to plan and formulate ideas of how 

countries could plan for changes in population 

patterns.

9 Coasts

• Students will revisit key elements of  the hydrological 

cycle. 

• Students revise the key concepts of erosion, 

transportation and  deposition as well as different 

types of   weathering including chemical,  biological, 

exfoliation, freeze thaw.

• Students will describe and explain key  coastal  features  

including headlands,  arches, stacks,  stumps, spits, 

bays, lagoons. 

• Students will, with the use of case studies, assess the 

impact of humans on coastal areas including coastal 

management  schemes including Hard & Soft 

engineering.

• Students evaluate the impacts and effectiveness of land 

reclamation schemes in places like Dubai

China 

• Students will be reintroduced to the concepts of 

globalisation and development 

• Students will identify the key physical and  human 

features of China including Himalayas, the Yangtze, 

Gobi Desert and how these features are link to 

China’s cities and economic development as an 

emerging economy. Student will  produce  

arguments regarding China’s ant-natal policies and 

use these to explain the economic, social, moral 

reasons for these policies. 

• Students will  judge China’s role in the wider world 

as the 2nd most powerful economy  while looking at 

its track record on human rights/ civil liberties.

• Students continue to develop their skills of atlas 

skills as well as using data including population 

pyramids, choropleth mapping.

Crime.  

• Students will explore the geographical, sociological, 

psychological  and ethical aspects of crime.

• Students will compare different types of crime using 

different scenarios including murder, vandalism, 

burglary, fraud and others.

• Students will develop arguments for victims, 

offenders, prosecutors.

• Students will assess areas and make judgements of 

where crimes are committed and how areas can be 

made safer.

• Students will develop their skills by analysing statistics, 

mapping crime and developing links through scatter 

graphs between crime and poverty.

Hazards
• Students are introduced to key elements of the 

different hazards including plate tectonics, 

volcanoes, earthquakes,  hurricanes and drought.

• Students  will describe and explain key features of 

volcanoes, earthquakes,  hurricanes and droughts.

• Students investigate the impact of  these physical  

features on humans including building of 

settlements, agriculture,  flooding, deforestation.

• Student start to investigate the impacts and  

effectiveness of different evacuation plans.

• Students can develop conclusions where they 

explain how different natural hazards have an 

impact on countries of differing economic 

development e.g. developed, developing and 

emerging countries.

Rocks and Landscape  

• Students are introduced to key elements of Geology 

including igneous, sedimentary, metamorphic rocks.

• Students will describe and explain key features of 

these rocks and revisit different types of weathering.

• Students will assess the differences in these rocks e.g. 

porous, non-porous, permeable, impermeable.

• Students will describe and explain key features in 

limestone landscapes and assess the impact of humans 

on limestone aspects. They will make judgements 

about landscapes can be managed in a sustainable 

way.

• Students will continue to develop skills using 

Photographs, Geological Mapping, Atlas Skills, OS 

mapping. 

Global Issues.  

• Students will explore a range of global issues through 

a number of case studies including revising 

development, trade,  transitional companies, 

terrorism, Fairtrade, irrigation, over  fishing,  pollution

• Students will explore these  complex issues in terms 

of  economically, socially, environmental and ethically.

• Students will examine differences between 

developed, developing and emerging economies and 

the reasons for these different stages of 

development.

• They will be able to assess which countries will 

develop through the 21st century.

• Student challenge perceptions of place and justify 

using a range of skills including statistics and scatter 

graphs

Subject: Geography KS3 Aim: To enable students to understand & examine the world around them and assess how humans in turn affect the world we live in.



Year Autumn Term 1a: Autumn Term 1b Spring Term  1a Spring Summer Term 3 Summer Term 3b

10 Changing Cities (Topic 4)
Overview of urban patterns and processes
4.1 Urbanisation is a global process
4.2 The degree of urbanisation varies 
Case Study of a major UK city: London
Key idea Detailed content
4.3 The context of the chosen UK city influences its 
functions and structure
4.4 The chosen UK city is being changed by 
movements of people, employment and services
4.5 Globalisation and economic change create 
challenges for the chosen UK city that require long-
term solutions
Case Study of a major city in an  emerging country: 
Mumbai 
4.6 The context of the chosen developing country or 
emerging country city influences its functions and 
structure
4.7 The character of the chosen developing country 
or emerging country city is influenced by its fast rate 
of growth
4.8 Rapid growth, within the chosen developing 
country or emerging country city, results in a number 
of challenges that need to be managed.

Global Development (Topic 5)
5.1 Definitions of development vary as do 
attempts to measure it 
5.2 The level of development varies 
globally 
5.3 Uneven global development has had a 
range of consequences 
5.4 A range of strategies has been used to 
try to address uneven development 
Case Study of development in China, an 
emerging country
5.5 The level of development of China is 
influenced by its location and context in 
the world 
5.6 The interactions of economic, social 
and demographic processes influence the 
development of China 
5.7 Changing geopolitics and technology 
impact on the chosen developing or 
emerging country 
5.8 There are positive and negative 
impacts of rapid development for the 
people and environment of the chosen 
developing or emerging country 

The Changing Landscapes of the UK (Topic 1 intro)
Overview of the UK’s physical landscape
1.1 There are geological variations within the UK.
1.2 A number of physical and human processes work together 
to create distinct UK landscapes .
This unit will reintroduce OS maps at KS4 level and include a 
focus on the following skills:
1)Geological maps 
2)Using simple geological cross sections to show the 
relationship between geology and relief 
3)Locating key physical features (uplands, lowland basins, 
rivers) on outline UK maps 
4)Recognition of physical and human geography features on 
1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps. 
River Processes & Landscapes (Topic 1a)
1.7 A variety of physical processes interact to shape river 
landscapes
1.8 Erosion and deposition interacting with geology create 
distinctive landforms in river landscapes
1.9 Human activities can lead to changes in river landscapes 
which affect people and the environment
1.10 Distinctive river landscapes are the outcome of the 
interaction between physical and human processes
This unit requires further development of skills introduced in 
the Topic 1 intro. For example:
1)Use of BGS Geology maps (paper or online) to link river long 
profiles to geology 
2)Using UK weather and climate data 
3)Recognition of river landforms on 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS 
maps
4)Drawing simple storm hydrographs using rainfall and 
discharge data 
5)Use of 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps, and GIS, to investigate 
the impact of human intervention.

Changing City environments – investigating 
change in central/inner urban areas (Topic 7b)
Formulating Enquiry questions 
Students will consider and develop enquiry 
questions that can be investigated through 
fieldwork in urban environments. Students must 
have an opportunity to develop a question(s) 
based on their location and the task.
Fieldwork methods 
Qualitative fieldwork method to record the 
quality of the urban environment Quantitative 
fieldwork method to measure land use function. 
Physical interaction: students must develop their 
understanding of the interaction between 
physical landscape features, the central/inner 
urban area and residents and visitors. 
Secondary data sources
Students will use a range of secondary sources 
such as Census Data, Neighbourhood Statistics 
and Travel Routes.

Coastal Processes & Landscapes (Unit 1b)
1.3 A variety of physical processes interact 
to shape coastal landscapes
1.4 Coastal erosion and deposition create 
distinctive landforms within the coastal 
landscape
1.5 Human activities can lead to changes in 
coastal landscapes which affect people and 
the environment
1.6 Distinctive coastal landscapes are the 
outcome of the interaction between physical 
and Human processes
This unit requires further development of 
skills introduced in the Topic 1 intro. For 
example:
1)Use of BGS Geology maps (paper or 
online) to link coastal form to geology 
2)Using UK weather and climate data and 
calculation of mean rates of erosion using a 
multi-year data set 
3)Recognition of coastal landforms on 
1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps 
4)Use of 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps, and 
GIS, to investigate the impact of human 
intervention

Coastal landscapes – investigation of coastal 
processes through landscape evidence (Topic 7a)
Formulating Enquiry questions
Students will consider and develop enquiry 
questions that can be investigated through 
fieldwork in coastal environments. Students must 
have an opportunity to develop a question(s) 
based on their location and the task.
Fieldwork methods
● Quantitative fieldwork methods to measure 
beach morphology and sediment characteristics.
● Qualitative fieldwork methods to a) record 
landforms that make up the coastal landscape.
b) Employ human interaction: students must 
develop their understanding of the implications of 
coastal processes for people living in the 
catchment area.
Secondary data sources
Students will use a range of secondary sources 
such as Geological Maps and MET data to support 
their findings.

11 Weather Hazards & Climate Change (Topic 2)
Atmosphere & Climate:
2.1 The atmosphere operates as a global system 
transferring heat and energy 
2.2 The global climate was 

different in the past and continues to change due 
to natural causes 
2.3 Global climate is now changing  as a result of 

human activity 
2.4 The UK has a distinct climate which has 

changed over time.
Tropical Cyclones
2.5 Tropical cyclones are extreme weather events 
that develop under specific conditions and in 
certain locations 
2.6 There are various impacts 

of and responses to natural hazards caused by 
tropical cyclones depending on a country’s level of 
development 
Droughts
2.7 The causes of drought are 
complex with some locations more vulnerable than 
others 
2.8 The impacts of, and responses 

to, drought vary depending on a country’s level of 
development.

Resource management (Topic 6)
Overview of the global and UK distribution 
of food, energy and water
6.1 A natural resource is any feature or part 
of the environment that can be used to meet 
human needs 
6.2 The patterns of the distribution and 
consumption of natural resources varies on a 
global and a national scale 
Energy Resources
6.3 Renewable and non-renewable energy 
resources can be developed
6.4 To meet demand, countries use energy 
resources in different proportions. This is 
called the energy mix.
6.5 There is increasing demand for energy 

that is being met by renewable and non-
renewable resources
6.6 Meeting the demands for energy 
resources can involve interventions by 
different interest groups 
6.7 Management and sustainable use of 
energy resources are required at a range of 
spatial scales from local to international.

Ecosystems, Biodiversity & Management (Topic 3)
3.1 Large-scale ecosystems are found in different parts of the 
world and are important 
3.2 The biosphere is a vital system 
3.3 The UK has its own variety of distinctive ecosystems that it 
relies on 
Tropical rainforests 
3.4 Tropical rainforests show a range of distinguishing features 
3.5 Tropical rainforest ecosystems provide a range of goods and 
services some of which are under threat 
Deciduous woodlands 
3.6 Deciduous woodlands show a range of distinguishing features 
3.7 Deciduous woodlands ecosystems provide a range of goods 
and services some of which are under threat 

The UK Challenges (Topic 8)
8.1 The UK’s resource consumption and 
environmental sustainability challenge 
a. Changes in the UK’s population in  future & 
implications on resource consumption. 
b. Population growth’s impact on the UK’s 
ecosystems. 
c. Sustainable transport options for the UK.
8.2 The UK settlement, population and economic 
challenges.
a. The ‘two-speed economy’ and solutions.
b. Costs and benefits of greenfield development 
and the regeneration of brownfield sites. 
c. UK net migration statistics and their reliability 
and values and attitudes of different 
stakeholders towards migration.
8.3 The UK’s landscape challenges 
a. Approaches to conservation and development 
of UK National Parks 
b. Approaches to managing river and coastal UK 
flood risk
8.4 The UK’s climate change challenges  
a. Uncertainties about extent & impacts..
b. Impacts of CC on people and landscapes.
c. Range of responses to climate change in the 
UK at a local and national scale

.

Subject: Geography KS4 Exam Specification: Edexcel A. TKAT Mixed model. Note: Order of units does not entirely follow the half terms. Students should be largely finished with Coastal Landscapes investigation by end of Year 10.


