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Headteacher’s Update

Attendance

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

What is the 96 club?

Today we finish the first half term of this academic
year. It is without exaggeration to say this has been
the most challenging of my career. This makes it all
the more remarkable how well the whole school
community has overcome the challenges faced and
worked to support each other.
I hope that students in Year 7 have made a successful
transition to secondary school and that older students
have enjoyed returning to school in order to learn and
be with their friends.
Our main priority has been making sure that the
school has been safe for students and staff. However,
we know how important it is for students to enjoy
school and be given a range of opportunities to
develop new skills.
I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter and I look
forward to welcoming back students after half term.
Best wishes
Mr Pett
Headteacher

Ideally, we’d really like
our students to be here
100% of the time, EVERY
SINGLE DAY and for most of them that is their aim –
100% is the best of the best after all, but… Everyone
gets ill sometimes, or injured, or something
happens that is genuinely outside of our control.
You have a day off and POOF your chance of 100%
goes out the window. 96% is a realistic, achievable
attendance target and it is the minimum we expect
of our students. 96% means no more than 7 days
off per year – which is still a significant amount.
There are currently 1295 members of the 96 Club,
which is 95% of the student population. That means
that almost all of our students are on track to
achieve at least 96% attendance this academic year
and we are very happy about that. They will all
receive their first 96 Club reward very soon and we
hope that they will all stay in the club for the rest of
the year.
The 100 Club is an exclusive ‘VIP’ add-on for those
students who achieve 100% attendance. There are
currently 624 members, which is 46% of our student
population. Well done to all of them and keep it up!
NB. Covid19-related absences are not counted
against a student’s attendance and will not affect
96 Club membership.

ClassCharts is used by teachers to record
positive reward points, sanctions and
detentions.
Parents and pupils, please contact your
child’s form tutor if you need an access
code.
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Mrs Otti
Director of Learning - Attendance & Personal
Development
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Co-Curricular News
Bow Arts Project
We started the Bow Arts Project early in the year
to redevelop the school garden as an Artist garden
for mental health and wellbeing with the added aim
of increasing biodiversity and added responsibility
for students within the school.
Unfortunately, Covid put that on hold in March, but
now we have the go-ahead to continue with our
plans and get the garden space up and running again.
Each student has their own set of gloves and tools to
avoid cross contamination.
The Project previously involved year 7, 8 and 9 Art Scholars but due to possible bubble collisions, only Year 8 are
currently taking part.
The project will involve the artist gardener Michael Smythe working with the students to plan and teach them how
to cultivate and understand the mental health benefits of running a garden.
The project will run over a course of 3-4 sessions each one involves planning digging, pruning plants and getting
the garden into its best possible shape.
We have a pond specialist in to secure and make the pond safe for students as it is currently supporting frogs
which are very rare in the south east of London.
In the next few months, if all goes to plan, we can open the garden to the school and have a wonderful crosscurricular space to create, learn and relax.
Mr Lockyer

#HelloYellow day
From all of us at Welling School, we just wanted to say a huge thank you to you all
for supporting YoungMinds #HelloYellow day held for Year 7 on 9th October 2020 for World Mental Health Day.
We had an amazing day filled with joy and colour, raising a total amount of

£209 for YoungMinds.

With 3 children in every classroom with a mental health problem, YoungMinds is leading the fight for a future where
all young minds are supported and empowered, whatever the challenges.
If you would like to learn more about YoungMinds please visit: www.youngminds.org.uk
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Developing
Students’
Vocabulary

A rich vocabulary helps with encountering new situations,
ideas and people. A depth of vocabulary enhances an
interview, allows us to see the humour in wordplay and
helps us to express ourselves more clearly and more
precisely. At Welling School, we recognise that vocabulary
knowledge is also strongly related to reading and writing,
and students’ academic achievement in general.
Here are all the vocabulary tiers:
Tier 1 words are basic words we use to communicate every
day (e.g. happy, sad, angry etc.)
Tier 2 words are high utility words (useful for lots of formal
situations and texts) that help us to communicate more
precisely (e.g. instead of happy you could say, elated or
contented; for sad we could use, melancholic or
depressed). Examination papers often employ Tier 2
language in their questions.
Tier 3 words are subject specific words we use in certain
subjects (e.g. English: simile; metaphor, personification;
Mathematics: fraction; decimal point; coordinate)
Top Tips!
Using Tier 2 words in everyday speech is a really helpful
habit for our students to adopt. To further support your
child you could:
1) Ask your child to think of alternative words they could
use to replace Tier 1 words when in a conversation. For
example, instead of saying, 'the weather is rubbish', they
could use the word, treacherous).
2) Encourage your child to check-in with you for the
meanings of words they've heard today but aren't sure of
the meaning of. Remember, none of us are walking
dictionaries! ... We can always refer to Google - it's a great
resource for introducing us to new words.
Mr Collins
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Creating a
Home
Learning Zone
It is important to create a Home Learning Zone in
order to give your child the best possible
opportunity to work efficiently from home. To have
a routine and a timetable will give structure to the
day and will help them to focus on all the subjects
on their timetable.
Some things to try:
1: Create a quiet space away from the main family
day-to-day called a ‘Home Learning Zone’ to be
used for only short periods of time ( to begin with
10- 15 minutes at a time and then gradually
increase this if possible).
2: Write a schedule of how many occasions and at
what times they feel able to visit the ‘Home
Learning Zone’ at the start of each day… be
realistic about this!
3: Try to make the ‘Home Learning Zone’
distraction free as possible to prevent sensory
distraction and/or overload. For example:
Sight: try to make sure that the area does not have
ornaments, pictures or books in this area.
Smell: if possible, the ‘Home Learning Zone’ is not
nearby the kitchen
Touch: A chair or setting that is optimum comfort
for your child but sufficiently supportive to work at
a table comfortably.
Hearing: Can the ‘Home Learning Zone’ be as quiet
as possible?
5: Use an alarm clock/timer to time your child’s
session for 10 or 15 minutes. When the bell goes
then it is time to come out of the ‘Home Learning
Zone’ and do something different… If possible do
something which has a physical component to it
and that your child likes doing (e.g. kicking a ball
outside, art work, cooking).
Mr Swart
SENCO
Follow us on Twitter @welling_school
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What to read?
We asked some of our English teachers share their book recommendations and here are their choices!
Ms Cheesman

Ms Darcy

A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett
A Little Princess is a tale of courage against adversity.
It will transport you to Sara's Victorian London and is
guaranteed to make you laugh, cry and fall in love
with its magic.

The Hunger Games Trilogy by Suzanne Collins
A dystopian fiction in which a young girl volunteers to
enter a fight to the death to save her sister who has
been picked.
I would recommend it because the lead character is a
young woman who shows resilience, determination and
bravery in a difficult time. It's a very engaging read also
with fantastic imagery.

Ms Kirwan

Ms Omar

Paper Towns by John Green
The novel is about a teenage boy called Quentin “Q”
Jacobsen and his search for Margo Roth Spiegelman, his
neighbour and childhood sweetheart. When Margo goes
missing, Quentin and his friends follow her clues to find
out where she has gone. This book leaves you guessing and
wondering all throughout - highly recommended!

Stephan Kelman's Pigeon English by Stephan
Kelman
This novel was inspired by the death of Damilola
Taylor and provides the reader with an insight into
negative consequences of urban crime and violence
from the perspective of an 11 year old.
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Creative writing competition
We ran a creative writing competition for Year 7s in order to help spread the important message of being kind to
each other and all members of our community. We received an incredible number of entries and it was very difficult
to choose winners! Please see below our top 3 entries and the winning piece.
1st Place: Dylan Woodward-Bridgett 7ROW
2nd Place: Elena Harmer 7ROW
3rd Place: Emily Perrin 7POP

Kindness
People be kind and keep others in mind.
Wear a face mask and protect those
who help us through these times
Covid has been a nightmare, don’t start it up again
I wear a mask to protect you
so you should do the same.
Kindness is keeping others safe so
to protect us all
follow the NHS advice because
we don’t want
lockdown to begin again.

By Dylan Woodward-Bridgett 7 ROW

Music Lessons at Welling School
After October half-term, instrumental music lessons will be starting up again.
Students can choose to learn the piano or the guitar; and hopefully, after
Christmas we will be able to offer lessons for drum kit and singing again, too.
This is a great opportunity for students to learn a new skill that will boost their confidence and coordination - and
could lead to the discovery of unknown talents! An email containing a letter with more detailed information has
gone out to all students, and should be coming to parents as well.
Our singing teacher is also offering remote lessons at the moment. If you are interested in any of the above, or have
any questions, please feel free to contact Mr Ross at: thomas.ross@wellingschool-tkat.org
Mr Ross
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The Diana Award
The Diana Award was started at Welling School just
over a year ago. It is a campaign to tackle bullying in
school and has 4 sections. The sections are
Respect, Online, Wellbeing and Community Action.
We have been working hard on the challenges in each area and a great team of Student Anti Bullying Ambassadors
have helped spread the message around the school.
We have held a creative competition from which the poster winners will now see their entries up in school.
We have rewritten the anti bullying policy for both parents/carers and students to ensure that it is understood by
everyone. You will see this very soon. We also held a Feel Good Friday with the aim of making everyone feel good
about themselves and others during the day. The cake sale helped to raise spirits and raise funds for the award.
There is now an Anti-bullying website for Welling School which you can access by following this link:
https://sites.google.com/wellingschool-tkat.org/antibullying
If any student is being bullied or know someone who is, they can report it through the website if they wish to
instead of speaking to a member of staff face to face.
Our latest initiatives are the Respect and Community Action awards. We have asked students to give their
nominations to their form tutor or they can get more information and nominate an individual through the website.
Hopefully, we will complete our Respect award next month and our Wellbeing award by the end of the year. But the
work doesn’t stop then. We will keep on tackling bullying and let everyone know that it is the wrong thing to do.
If any student wants to be involved in the Award as an Ambassador they can contact us from the website or ask
their form tutor to pass on their details.
Mrs Wilson

PE Lessons
Practical PE lessons have been running very successfully and PE kit is
looking incredibly smart. As you are aware, students cannot currently use
PE changing rooms. This means students are attending school in PE kit on
their PE days. Students have been taking part in football, table tennis and
basketball this half term. Participation is high and students are responding
well to the high expectations to be in the school PE kit. Thank you to all
parents who have worked with us to ensure that students are wearing a
red top, plain black tracksuit bottoms and a black jumper. Students must
also ensure that they wear their school blazer. If there are further
questions about the PE kit please contact a member of the PE department.
Mr Brown
Head of PE
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