
English Language 
A Level



Where could this course take you? 

English is often deemed a ‘core’ subject so with an AS or full A-level in 

English Language you will have a wide range of possible career and 

higher education opportunities. This course provides an excellent basis 

for future linguistic study and combines well with subjects such as Law 

and History. 

It is also excellent for those who are thinking of teaching or following a 

career in journalism but also provides a qualification which shows any 

future employer that you have sound language skills and that you are 

aware of language in use.



What GCSE Grade and skills do I need?

In order to secure yourself a place on the A Level English Language course 
you need to have obtained a grade 6+ at GCSE (Lang or Lit). This will 
ensure that you successfully complete the entire two years of study.

You need to enjoy reading and be willing to engage with a range of 
written texts; mainly non-fiction. You need to be a confident analytical 
and creative writer. You will be expected to write essays but also write 
your own original pieces of writing. 

The course is assessed by 2 exams at the end of Year 13 and two pieces of 
coursework: An original piece of writing with a commentary and an 
investigation which you will carry out independently.



Expectations
• You will have 9 hours of lessons per fortnight. 

• You will get 5 hours of homework per fortnight.
•
• Note-making is a vital part of course. You will be expected to make 

detailed notes in lessons and to add to these at home.

• It is absolutely essential that you spend time learning terminology and 
theories and be able to memorise these. 

• You will be expected to do some independent research and private 
study.



What will you learn? 

● To analyse texts and explain how writers use language to create 
meaning, representations and express attitudes.

● How language varies depending on region, social group, occupation, 
gender, ethnicity and other social variables.

● How language has changed and adapted over time.

● How children learn language - both spoken and written. 



What makes English language interesting?

Language is all around us and language issues are always debated. 
Here’s some that we will explore. 





A Level - English Literature 

Love Through the Ages



A Two Year course: 2 exams + 1 coursework essay
What would I study?

You will study plays, novels and poetry from the 1600s to the present day.

Why is the subject useful?

This subject is one of the ‘golden 8’ the subjects universities value the highest. 

If you enjoy reading this will suit you (about 80%of the course is reading)

This subject is ideal for careers in the media, journalism, law, teaching, writing 
professionally, civil service or any other career working with people.



What GCSE grade and skills do I need?
To get onto the course you need to have a 6+ at GCSE (Lang or Lit).

You MUST enjoy reading and be prepared to read a lot!

You need to be good at taking notes and keeping them organised in your folder.

You will be examined through exam-essays at the end of the course, so you need to 
be able to write fluently. You will do one coursework essay (2,500 words)

You should have an interest in people, life and the way ideas about life have 
changed through time. You should be curious, open-minded and prepared to 
change your mind when you learn new things.



Which books will we study in Year 12?



How much work will I need to do?
You will have 9 hours of lessons per fortnight. 

You will get 5 hours of homework per fortnight.

Homework includes tasks such as: writing up your notes from class, reading, 
preparing essays, writing essays, researching related background issues, 
*wider reading.

*to be really successful you have to read additional novels, plays and poetry of 
your choice so you get a better understanding of the different styles and 
changes in Literature over time.


